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Benefits of shrubs 
•  Shrubs add an attract ive feature to any landscape, such as around 

entrances or walkways. 

•  Shrubs provide habitat for insects and birds. 

•  Shrubs create pr ivacy borders and screening around your property.  

Basic Shrub Care Tips 
• Many shrubs are sensitive to soil 

conditions, so determining your soil’s 
characteristics is important to the health 
of your shrubs. It is a good idea to consult 
with garden experts to choose the best 
species for your yard or garden. 

• Water your shrubs 
during the initial 
planting season and 
mulch around them 
to maintain soil 
moisture. 

• Plant shrubs in well-drained soil. To test 
this, dig a hole about the size of the one 
in which you would plant a shrub in and 
fill it with water. If the water has not 
drained within 24 hours, select another 
location. 

• If you decide to plant a large number of 
shrubs, pick a variety of species to reduce 
the effects of disease or insects that 
target certain species. 

• Non-flowering shrub pruning can be 
done any time of the year except in the 
late summer, because pruning may 
stimulate shoot growth, which will die 
off during the winter. 

• Flowering shrubs should be pruned just 
after blooming to avoid the removal of 
buds that form later in the season. 

• Fertilizers are salt-based, so use caution 
when fertilizing shrubs during dry 
periods. Use a slow release fertilizer 
to reduce possible damage to shrub 
roots. 

low serviceberry nannyberry VELVETLEAF BLUEBERRY witch hazel

Why plant native species? 
•  Nat ive species adapt to local 

water and soi l  condit ions and 
therefore require less water 
and maintenance. 

•  They provide habitat and 
food for birds, mammals 
and various insects. 

•  Nat ive species improve local 
biodiversi ty.  

For more information, 
please contact: 

naturalenvironment@richmondhi l l .ca 
905-771-8800 
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alternate-leaf dogwood black chokeberry 

Alternate-Leal Dogwood 
Cornus alternifolia 

Black Chokeberry 
Aronia melanocarpa 

Black Raspberry 
Rubus occidentalis 

Bush Honeysuckle 
Diervilla lonicera 

Bullonbush 
Cephalan thus occidentalis 

Climbing Billersweel (Vine) 
Celastrus scandens 

Common Elderberry 
Sambuscus canadensis 

Conmion Juniper 
Juniperus commun is 

1 lowering Raspberry 
Rubus odoratus 

black raspberry BUSH HONEYSUCKLE 

climbing bittersweet flowering raspberry 

Fragrant Sumac 
Rhus aromatica 

Grey Dogwood 
Comus racemosa 

Highbush Cranberry 
Viburnum trilobum 

Low Serviceberry 
Amelanchier humilis 

Meadow Rose 
Rosa blanda 

Narrow -Leaved Meadow sweet 
Spiraea alba 

Nanny berry 
Viburnum lentaqo 

Pasture Rose 
Rosa Carolina 

Peachleaf Willow 
Safix amygdaloides 

fragrant sumac narrow-leaved medowsweet 

peachleaf willow red elderbery 

Prairie Willow 
Sa/K humilis 

Red Llderberry 
Sambucus racemosa 

Red Osier Dogwood 
Com us stolon if era 

Shining Willow 
Salix lucida 

Silky Dogwood 
Com us amomum 

Smooth Gooseberry 
Rihes hirtellum 

Smooth Serviceberry 
Amelanchier laevis 

Southern Arrow w ood 
Viburnum dentatum 

red osier dogwood SMOOTH GOOSEBERRY 

swamp rose winterberry 

Swamp Rose 
Rosa palustris 

Velvetleaf Blueberry 
Vaccinium myrtiHodes 

Virgin’s Bower (Vine) 
Clematis virginiana 

Winterberry 
//ex verticillata 

Witch llazel 
Hamametis virginiana
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